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BUSINESS THIS MORNING

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2007

BUSINESSBRIEFS

CONSTRUCTION

Big increases in
Canadian West

OTTAWA —The price index of non-
residential building construction in
Canada rose 1.6 per cent to 159.9 in
the third quarter from the previous
three-month period and 9.6 per cent
from the third quarter of 2006, Sta-
tistics Canada said yesterday.

The increase in activity was most-
ly the result of higher labour and
material costs, the agency said. The
index’s baseline of 100 represents
1997 costs. Western Canada showed
the biggest increases in the third
quarter. Edmonton was up 3.3 per
cent, Vancouver gained 2.7 per cent
and Calgary rose 2.5 per cent.

OIL EXPLORATION

Buzzard back to work

CALGARY — Nexen Inc. said that
production at its Buzzard oil plat-
form in the North Sea has resumed
after the firm shut it down last week
for repairs. Nexen, Canada’s No. 4
independent oil explorer, said it fixed
damage to a power-generation tur-
bine stack found during post-storm
inspections.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Regulations to tighten

BRUSSELS — The European Com-
mission has proposed a shakeup to
European telecoms rules that would
give it and national regulators greater
powers over the sector, including
splitting the network and retail arms
of dominant operators. [t would also
allow the European Union to over-
ride national regulators’ decisions
and create a telecoms watchdog.

— News Services

WHOKNEW

China’s inflation

lingered at 10-year ©
highs and its

consumer price index was up
6.5 per cent in October, as
major state newspapers
carried a vow by Premier Wen
Jiabao to stabilize prices.

DreamFlyer a prize winner

Honours: B.C. companies collect Consumer Electronics Association kudos

BY PAUL LUKE
BUSINESS REPORTER

A young Kelowna company that makes a
flight simulator is one of two B.C. companies
to grab prestigious awards yesterday from the
U.S.-based Consumer Electronics Associa-
tion.

Kelowna-based FMS Flight Motion Simula-
tors Inc. and Richmond-based Edifier Enter-
prises Canada were honoured by the associ-
ation at a New York ceremony for their prod-
uct innovations.

Flight Motion makes the DreamFlyer, a flight
simulator that looks like an extended lawn
chair but gives users the aerial ride of their
lives when hooked up to simulation software
such as Microsoft Flight Simulator X Acceler-
ation. Unlike more costly simulators that rely
on hydraulics and motors, the $2,800 Dream-
Flyer harnesses the user's own motions to dri-
ve the experience.

Movements forward, back or to either side
are translated by a sensor beneath the chair
into joystick movements for the computer.

The simulation software interprets the infor-
mation and the user watches the results in
real time on a monitor mounted on the front
of the aluminum chassis.

“From the time they're children and they see
birds, people want to fly but not everyone is
able to do it,” Flight Motion CEO Rahul
Lakhote said.

“This is something everyone can use.”

The DreamFlyer’s market ranges from
gamers and air cadets to pilots, airlines and
museums, Lakhote said.

The company, which started in May, sells

The DreamFlyer, which users say feels like flying a real plane, sells for just under $3,000.

the device over the web at mydreamf{lyer.com.
The DreamFlyer was designed by Penticton

inventor and Flight Motion shareholder

George Holloway.

Edifier Canada, a unit of Hong Kong-based
Edifier Group, was recognized in the audio
components category for its Rainbow wire-
less receiver system and its E-3350 multi-
media speaker.

The $199 Rainbow, which uses infra-red
technology, will hit the market early next year,
as will the $99 E-3350, which is designed for
PCs, laptops, notebooks and mp3 players.

Both companies will exhibit their winning
products in January at the annual Consumer
Electronics Show in Las Vegas, the world’s
largest consumer-electronics trade show.

plike@png.canwest.com

ASIAN BUSINESS NEWS: India's rupee rose despite central bank's intervention

MUMBAI
Bank sets record with
U.S. dollar purchase

India’s central bank bought a record

$11.87 billion US as it intervened in Sep- ‘

tember to slow the rupee’s rise after U.S.
rate cuts drew huge inflows into the stock
market. The Reserve Bank of India has
bought $51.8 billion in the first nine
months of 2007, with the previous record
purchase at $11.86 billion in February.
The rupee has appreciated 12.3 per cent
against the dollar this year. — Reuters

TOKYO

@ Economic powerhouse shows strength

Japan’s economy rebounded more strongly than expect-

ed in the third quarter, easily avoiding recession and calm-
ing fears that the world’s second-largest economy would
be hit harder by the deepening U.S. housing crisis. — AFP

BEIJING

Cellular-service giant eying iPhone

China Mobile, the country’s largest handset operator, is in
“preliminary contact” with U.S.-based Apple Inc. about
introducing the iPhone to the Chinese market. It is now
being released in Europe, with Asia to follow in 2008. — AFP
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